An Anniversary : Fr.Ronald Rolheiser OMI

In telling his faith story, C.S. Lewis shares that at the moment of his conversion, he was “the most
reluctant convert in the history of Christianity”, but that he gave himself over to Christ because
“God’s compulsion is our liberation”.

That phrase spoke to me recently when, on September 8", | celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of
making my first vows as a Missionary Oblate of Mary Immaculate. | was eighteen years old then,

far too young by today’s assessment to be making that kind of commitment.

But | wasn’t too young. Intuitively, | knew what | was signing up for. | wasn’t starry-eyed and una-
ware that taking religious vows is a serious business. The decision | made to enter religious life
with the hope of becoming a priest was the most difficult decision | have ever made in life and
wasn’'t predicated on a natural attraction to that vocation. The opposite. That was something |
didn’t want, but something | felt called to and not morally free to resist. | was a reluctant novice,
but there because of God’s compulsion. Here’s the story.

Until one month before | entered novitiate as a novice, | resisted the call, planning instead to go to
university to become psychologist. | made the decision to pursue religious life and the priesthood
during the summer immediately after my high school graduation. During that summer | worked on
a farm and spent long hours alone on a tractor working in fields. During those long hours alone, a
tension that | had long suppressed began to build up in me, namely, one between my natural de-
sire regarding my choice in life and a call, a compulsion, inside me that simply would not go away,
calling me to the priesthood. Eventually | gave in. | said yes to that call.

So, at the tender age of seventeen, | made the most difficult (but paradoxically, the clearest, fre-
est, and most life-giving) decision | have ever made. And as | look back on it now, sixty-one years
later, | see it as pure grace. There have been some difficult times, but there have been no regrets.
From day one, | knew that this was right for me. All these years later, | have only deep gratitude
for the grace to have made that decision and the ocean of grace that has surrounded me through-
out these sixty years.

The renowned novelist Morris West published his autobiography sometime after his seventieth
birthday. It’'s a slim little volume entitted A View From the Ridge and begins with these words:
When you reach the age of seventy there should only be three phrases left in your vocabulary:
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

I'm over seventy years of age now and were | to write an autobiography, like Morris West, | would
begin with the words: Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

And | remember clearly that day of my vows, sixty years ago. My mother and father were there,
proud of me. | have a cherished photo of them with me, made even more precious because both
of them, still young, died within the next six years. As well, | have sixty years of cherished friend-
ship with some of my fellow novices — a couple of them who were even younger than | was.

And so, in celebrating this anniversary, | want to say thank you.

First, to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate for accepting me and through sixty years providing me
with support, good community, friendship, exceptional educational opportunities, and with grace-
filled, life-giving ministries. In these sixty years, | estimate that | have lived in community with over
four hundred different men. That wasn’t always without its tensions, but it was always supportive
and life-giving — and full of the kind of healthy banter that breathes oxygen into a room.

As well, a huge thanks to my family, a large amorphous tribe, now spanning three generations.
We have managed to stay close, despite distance, and | have always felt their unfailing support.
They are still an anchor, a home, which helps steady me when things get confusing.

Next, and no superlative is up to the task here, a huge thank you to the untold number of people,
friends and others, whom | have met in ministry through these sixty years. | was ordained sacra-
mentally by a bishop but have been continually re-ordained by the people in my life. They've
shown me what priesthood means. The highlights in my priesthood have been hearing the word
“thank you” from people with whom | have had the privilege of being with.

Finally, the biggest thank you of all to God. Thank you for calling me. Thank you for the compul-
sion and the persistence in that call, for knowing what was best for me. Thank you for sustaining
me during some difficult, obsessive, and depressive periods in my ministry. Thank you for staying
with me all these years.

Indeed, God’s compulsion is our liberation — and pure grace.
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LITURGY OF THE WEEK:... Psalter. \Week III

Pob Bendith. God bless you&Keep you. Fr Pius CMI

Livestreaming (From Mold on Tuesdays, Fridays,
Saturdays 5.30pm & Sundays 11am)
https://www.churchservices.tv/mold

3rd October Saturday 5.30pm

Edward Avallone RIP (Connie Welford)

Monday
5th Oct

Tuesday:
6th Oct

4th October Sunday 11am
Pat Cotter RIP (Cotter Family)

Liturgy of the day Buckley 9am

Liturgy of the day Mold at 7Zpm Rosary 6.30pm
Teresa Carberry RIP (Win Egan)

Wednesday: Our Lady of the Rosary Buckley 7pm

7th Oct
Thursday
8th Oct

Friday
9th Oct

Liturgy of the day
Eucharistic adoration until 10am

Feast: St.John Henry Newman 10am
Teresa and Denys Weston RIP (Angela Green)
Claire Graham RIP (Pat and Terry Loftus)
Eucharistic Adoration until 11am

Confessions
(in Mold)
On Saturdays
and Sundays
before the
Mass
(Saturdays
5pm to 5.20
and Sundays
10.30am to
10.50).
Weekdays
after the Mass,
on Request.

QR Code
To Donate

28th Sunday of Ordinary Time A
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THE GRAPE HARVEST

News,

A man dies and goes to
heaven where he
meets Peter at the
Pearly Gates. Before
he can enter Peter
gives him a few ques-
tions to answer. He has
to accumulate 100
points before he can go
in. "So, how often did
you go to church?"

Peter asks. "l went
twice a week," re-
plied the man.

"That's one point,"
answers Peter.
"One point? Wow! |
thought it would be
worth  more than
that." "And did you
put any money on
the plate?" asked
Peter. "Yes, | gave
10% of all my in-
come every week,"
answered the man.
"Right, let's see," an-
swers Peter, "that's
worth 3 points. Did you
do anything else?"
"Well, right off hand, |
can't think of a whole
lot. | did mostly what |
thought | was sup-
posed to do." "Ok, we'll

good behaviour, can't
you come up with
something else?" By

:\ THOU GOOD j
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this time, the man is
completely  flustered.
He finally cries, "Well, |
can't come up with any-
thing else. It looks like
that no one can enter
heaven except by the
grace of God!" "100

points! Come on in!"
We are God's vineyard.

yet our lives are littered
with false gods. God
shows us how to pro-
duce justice yet our
world is full of corrup-
tion and exploitation of
the poor and the weak.
He awaits goodness
but is repaid with euvil.
God teaches us about
caring and sharing
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God has planted us like
vines in it and each day
takes enough care of
our patch of land for us
to be able to produce
sweet tasting grapes.
What does he get in
return from us?

God looks for peace

give you 5 points for from his people yet he

gets discord, bickering
and war. God seeks
true worship from us

but sees us be-
coming more ac-
quisitive and
greedy as we strive
to improve our own
selfish  lifestyles.
Where he yearns
for community he
encounters exclu-
sivity, class distinc-
tion and snobbery.
Grapes sown for
humility ~ produce
only pride. Seeds
of godly living bear
the fruit of a merely
secular mentality.

What more could he
have done for his be-
loved vineyard? | sup-
pose he could have of-
fered us his grace

QR Code for Today’s
Readings.

Cafod Harvest Fast day
Collection Today

Cafod Family Fast Day collection will take
place today. This Harvest season we
have an opportunity to thank God for all
we have received and to share those
blessings with others. As one global fam-
ily we are called to put our faith into ac-
tion by supporting our neighbours who
don’t have enough food or safe water.

You may use a Cafod envelope or
scan the QR code to donate to help
families around the world put food on
the table. If you are a UK taxpayer,
please complete the gift aid declara-
tion which your donation by 25% at
no extra cost to you. Thank you all for
your constant support. Joyce Elcock

Notices and Events

Teresa Carberry RIP
Requiem Mass for Teresa Carberry will
take place on 12th October Monday at
11.30am followed by committal in
Northop Crematorium. .Teresa will be
received into the church on Sunday at S5pm

May Teresa rest in peace and rise in Glory

If you can be of any Assistance

| am looking for a three-bedroom flat/
house to rent in Mold, with a monthly
budget of £800—£900. | would appreciate
any assistance you can give me to find
suitable accommodation within my budget.
Please contacted me on
07765 428842

Emeka Ugo.

The SVP in Mold and Buckley

If you want to make a difference to the lives of
people in our local community, helping those in
need, why not consider becoming a member of
our St Vincent de Paul Society? We meet for
an hour at 4pm on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month in St David’s
Church Hall. Feel free to join us at a meeting
and see what you think: you'd be very wel-
come! If becoming a member doesn’t appeal,
you might perhaps think of helping in other
ways — e.g. by offering lifts to church for those
parishioners without their own transport. If you
are willing to do this, just make contact with
one of our members. Our names are listed on
a notice in the church porch. Thank you for
your support! Chris Walsh and Mary McCarry

We remember in our prayer
Those whose anncyersaries
Ocewr #his week

Tizzard (3rd) Catherine Wilson, Wilfrid Lydiat,
James Brown (4th) Ann Dalton, Matthew Maugher,
Christopher Douglas Ogden, Robert Francis Dan-
son, Graham Cox, James Geary,John Cresswell
(5th Oct) Michael McManus, Robert Williams, Mi-
chelangelo Polcari, Jack Carri, Josephine Welsby
(6th) James Gerard Murphy, Mary Scott, Ann Pow-
ers, Rosina Daniels (7th) Mary Cassidy, Mary Ann
Amith, Michael Gizzi, Veronica Piper, Agnes Ga-
vaghan, Erick Cocker, Vincent Brown (8th) Mary
Jones, Elena Castaldo, Edward Whitley (9th) Mary
Ann Cooper, Mary Jane Maddocks, Aloysius Mad-
docks, Angela Carpanini Belli, Michael Sewall

Bike Ride Challenge-

For Alzheimer’s Research UK
Pam Cox’s son-in-law, Les Botham is doing a
sponsored cycle ride challenge in aid of Alz-
heimer's Research UK on October 9". Below
is the link to the fund-raising page if you are
happy to sponsor his challenge.
https://www.justgiving.com/page/les-
botham-1
You can view updates on Les’ progress
on the day by searching Les’ Big Cy-
cling Challenge Supporters’ Group on
Facebook. Grateful thanks to everyone
who has sponsored Les so far.

Day of Prayer at St. Beunos on 24th Octo-
ber Saturday from 10am to 4pm.
stbeunosoutreach@beunos.com

Let us Pray for the sick:
Teresa Carberry, John Hughes, Terry Wilson,
Chris Jeffrey, Pat Southall, Pam Cox, and
Franciszek Williams



https://www.justgiving.com/page/les-botham-1
https://www.justgiving.com/page/les-botham-1

