When Are We Home? : Fr.Ronald Rolheiser OMI

More than anything else, we long for home. Our deep ache for intimacy, security, and comfort is,
in the end, a longing for home, nothing more. We are forever restlessly searching for someone or
something to take us home.

But what is home? A family? A house? A city? A country? A lover? A language? An ethnic group?
Home transcends all of these. We can find a home in many different families, houses, cities,
countries, ethnic groups, and languages, and we can be far from home in our own family, house,
city, country, and ethnic group. Home is a place in the heart, not a bloodline, building, city, or eth-
nicity. Home is that deep, fragile place inside us where we hold and guard what’s most precious to
us. It's that place where, in some dark way, we remember that once, before we came to aware-
ness, we were caressed by hands far gentler than any we’'ve met in this life and where we were
once kissed by a truth and a beauty so perfect that they are now the unconscious standard by
which we measure everything. Home is where things “ring true”, where what’s most precious to us
is cherished, the place of tender conscience, of intimacy.

And we know when we're there and when we’re not. Home is a gut feeling, a resting place, a
goodness, a security that we sense or don’t sense.

Sometimes people ask me: “How do | know that the love | have for a person is the kind of love
that | can build a marriage on?” My answer: “Love is a mystery and there are no guarantees; but
ask yourself this: Does this person bring me home? Or is this a love, irrespective of how powerful
and exciting it might feel, from which | need eventually to go home?””

There’s a huge difference between sharing powerful feelings with someone and building a life and
a home with him or her. There’s a huge difference between an affair and a marriage, between
having a honeymoon or building a life with someone. Many kinds of love make for a honeymoon,
but only one kind takes us home.

And then, after we’'ve found home, we still have the problem of staying there. This isn’'t meant
literally, but in a deeper way. How?

In the Gospels, immediately after he denies Jesus, we are told that Peter “went outside”. What's
being described here isn’'t a simple physical movement, someone stepping through a door and
going outside. What's meant is that Peter went outside of himself, outside of who he is, outside of
his conscience, outside of his normal understanding of things. He “went outside” in the way a man
“goes outside” when he goes to a singles’ bar and hooks up with someone in a way that takes him
“outside” of his normal moral realm. And from that, he has to go home. Why? Because, like Peter,
he has “gone outside”. What a person does in any morally schizophrenic act, in essence, takes
him or her away from home (even if that act is done in his or her own house). Morally and psycho-
logically the act is done away from home. It's done “outside”.

There’s a crude joke that catches this. It asks: “What do promiscuous people do after they have
sex?” The answer: “They go home!” That expresses a sad irony: Sex is not something from which
we are ever meant to go home. It's meant to take us home, to constitute home. Intimacy is home
and if we need to go home from an experience, that’s an infallible sign that what we’ve experi-
enced isn't ultimately life giving.

And this has huge implications for understanding life. In the Gospels, Jesus says: “To you (those
inside the circle of understanding) are revealed the secrets of the Kingdom, but to those outside
everything is in riddles.” Who's “inside” and who's “outside” the circle of understanding? Who
“gets” the secret and who doesn’t “get” it?

“Getting” or “not getting” the secret is not a question of intelligence, learning, luck, or finding the
right books or teachers. Rather, we are “inside” the circle of understanding and we “get” the Gos-
pels when we are at “at home”, when we are true to what's deepest in us, when we are true to our
consciences, when we don’t morally “go outside” (as did Peter and as we do when we do acts that
morally aren’t true to who we are). When we are morally faithful, we “get” the Gospel.

Conversely, we “don’t get it” when we “go outside”, outside morally, when we “leave home” by
being unfaithful as Peter was. And we know this truth from experience: When we’re faithful, the
Gospels make sense. When we’re unfaithful, almost immediately, we fill with objections, grow
bitter, and begin to poke holes in truths we once believed.

T.S. Eliot once said, “Home is where we start from.” It's also the place from which we understand
what does or does not bring us life.
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LITURGY.OF. THE WEEK:. . Psalter.\Week.II

Livestreaming (From Mold on Tuesdays, Fridays,
Saturdays 5.30pm & Sundays 11am)

https://www.churchservices.tv/mold

29th August Saturday 5.30pm
Dea Saul RIP (Agnes Christmas)

30th August Sunday 11am
David Peter Jones RIP&Sheila Ann Jones (Kevin Jones)
Kevin Pennington RIP (Teresa Penington)

Monday Liturgy of the day Buckley 9am

31st Aug
Tuesday: Liturgy of the day Mold at 7pm Rosary 6.35pm

1st Sept Int. Maura Warburton (Jim and Rose Hamill)
Wednesday: Buckley 7pm

2nd Sept

Thursday Liturgy of the day Buckley 9am

3rd Sept

11am: Requiem Mass: Patrick Oliver RIP

Friday Liturgy of the day 10am
4th Sept
Eucharistic Adoration until 11am

Confessions
(in Mold)
On Saturdays
and Sundays
before the
Mass
(Saturdays
5pm to 5.20
and Sundays
10.30am to
10.50).
Weekdays
after the Mass,
on Request.

QR Code

To Donate

Patrick Oliver RIP(Marie Mercer, Enid James&Sheila McKnight)

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time A
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CHEAP GRACE?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
was a German theolo-
gian and pastor who
was imprisoned during
the Second World War
and executed by the
Nazis in 1945 for op-
posing their ideology
and their war-
mongering activity. He
is probably most fa-
mous for the quote,
"Salvation without disci-
pleship is cheap
grace".

What he was saying is
that there are no sea-
son tickets for Christi-
anity. You have to sign
on each day and you
have to prove that you
are still a Christian by
discipleship, by the way
you face the daily chal-
lenges of life. You can't
simply "join" Christiani-
ty and then sit back as
if your subscription is
being paid by direct
debit.

There are no quick fix-
es that come with faith
in Christ. Today Christ
tells us that following
him means taking up
our cross. And it's not
as if we have to look
very far to see what our
crosses are; they stare

us in the face daily.
Perhaps it's a sickness
that weighs us down, a
betrayal by someone
we trusted, a tragedy
from our past or pre-
sent, an unfulfilled
dream or a frustrated
career.

Suffering for suffering's
sake is nothing more

than masochism. What
makes suffering Chris-
tian is that we redeem
it, we make sense of it
and find some purpose
in it, some greater good
that can come out of it.
The grandparent who
bravely struggles to
bring up her aban-
doned grandchild does
so because she can
see beyond the trou-
bles of the moment.
The cancer sufferer

does not rejoice in the
pain but sees that such
pain offers him the
chance of a deeper un-
derstanding of the mys-
tery of God. The per-
son who has been pub-
licly humiliated learns
to value the dignity of
others who might suffer
the same fate.

We can't avoid our
cross but it's the way
we carry it that's going
to be crucial. The fact
that the God of the uni-
verse hung on a tree
for three hours until his
heart gave out has to
give meaning to suffer-
ing, even if we are too
jaded to grasp its sig-
nificance.

The self-giving that we
bring to our suffering
can in turn bring others
to know the grace of
God. And God's grace
does not come cheap.

National Retreat Week
in Chester Sept 19-26
Poster in the Porch
Notice board

QR Code for Today s
Readings.

News,

200 CLUB AUGUST 2026 WINNERS
I’'m pleased to say that the draw for AU-
GUST has been made, and the winners
are as follows:

AUGUST 2026

FIRST PRIZE - £50 - MAUREEN BRADY
(82)

SECOND PRIZE - £25 — JOHN HARKIN
(68)

THIRD PRIZE - £10 — JOHN GOGGIN
(16)

The Draw for September will be done
over the last weekend of September
Many thanks for all your continued sup-
port God bless. Tony Gent

Sponsored Strictly Dance
TS Challenge

£ ;16 =iz |I'm taking part in a sponsored
; i i Strlctly-style dance challenge to
éﬁ}ﬁth raise funds for the Hospice of

the Good Shepherd, a cause
very close to my heart. If you would like to
support me, please scan the QR code to read
my story and make a donation. Any support,
big or small, would be hugely appreciated.
Thank you for your kindness and generosi-
ty. Anna Walsh

We remember in our prayer
Those whose annipersaries
Ocewr 1his week

(29th Aug) James Hayes, Mary Ann Grif-
fiths, Anna Calamatteo, (30th Aug) John
Thomas, Mary Henderson, Sophia Wilson,
Matilda Lawler, Ruth Hamer (31 Aug) Jose-
phine Freebody, (1st Sept) Mary Kearney,
(2nd Sept) William Shanaghan, (3rd Sept)
Ann Williams, Edward Claffey, Cathleen
Mullins, Kathleen Meade(4th Sept) John
Belli, Kathleen Meecham, Flora Allen, Liam
O’Connor, Rosaria Merola, Catherine
Droog, Harry Evans

Notices and Events

Flintshire Foodbank are currently
facing acute shortages. Although
some of the supermarkets are them-
selves donating, as well as collecting
donations from the public, more peo-
ple than ever are needing to use this
service. Please, if you can, donate
non perishable groceries, tins and toi-
letries to the container at the back of
church. Please note that many peo-
ple are now put into hotel rooms
where they only have a kettle to make
an instant soup or pot noodle. Many
thanks. Mena and Sue

Dona Card Reader
"The Dona Card reader in the church porch
has had a 'firmware update' and part of this
process meant that the cache and storage was
wiped so that all previous information has been
lost.
Can we kindly ask donors to resubmit their
names and postcodes so that their donations
can Gift Aided as before.
We appreciate that this is a pain to have to do
this again but your efforts would be greatly
appreciated. This will also have to be redone if
your bank give you a new debit or credit card

Ask if you need any help" Mike Bunting

Bank Standing order
If you would like to help the parish this way
and you can arrange internet banking, then the
details are:

Bank: NatWest , (Wrexham
Branch, 33, Lord Street, Wrexham, LL11 1LP)
Sort Code: 55-81-42

Account: 08120986
Account name: Mold Parish Account

Let us Pray for the sick:
Teresa Carberry, Oliver, John Hughes, Terry
Wilson, Chris Jeffrey, Pat Southall, Pam
Cox, and Franciszek Williams

Jubilee Celebrations on 2nd Oct 6pm
Silver Jubilee of Canon Doyle’s Ordi-
nation and Silver Jubilee of Our Lady
of the Rosary Church will take place
on 2nd October Friday at 6pm (at OLR
Buckley)




