
The Best Books that Found Me in 2025 : Fr.Ronald Rolheiser OMI 
 

St. Augustine famously said: Concerning taste there can be no dispute. So, with no promise that 
these books will do for you what they did for me, these are the books that spoke to me most deep-
ly this past year. 
 

Within the area of popular spirituality … 
Tomas Halik, The Afternoon of Christianity, The Courage to Change. Halik is one of the major 
voices in Christian spirituality today, and this book won’t disappoint. 
Serene Jones, Call It Grace – Finding Meaning in a Fractured World. President of Union Theo-
logical in New York, Jones gives an autobiographical account of her journey in life and in grace. A 
worthwhile read. 
 

Jeffrey Munroe, Reading Buechner, Exploring the Work of a Master Memoirist, Novelist, Theolo-
gian, and Preacher. The best introduction to the work of Frederick Buechner that we have. Per-
haps my favourite book of the year. 
Richard Rohr, The Tears of Things, Prophetic Wisdom for an Age of Outrage. Rohr at his finest. 
A book that will stretch you in a healthy way. Among his many challenges: The saints and mystics 
who weep before the cross are first of all weeping universal tears for the suffering world.  In our 
weakness we deserve tears more than hatred, fixing, or denial. The language of a prophet chang-
es from anger at sin to pity over suffering and woundedness. Anger doesn’t allow us to make big 
switches, tears do. 
Robert Ellsberg, Editor, Dorothy Day, On Pilgrimage, The Seventies. Dorothy Day’s letters from 
the nineteen seventies. Just a very good read. 
 
Jim Wallis, The False White Gospel, Rejecting Christian Nationalism, Reclaiming True Faith, and 
Refounding Democracy. Jim Wallis is the Dorothy Day of our generation. This book is a strong 
challenge to take Jesus more seriously, and at times more literally. God is personal but never 
private. Who is my neighbour must extend beyond who receives official documentation. Your 
neighbour, as Jesus defines this, is often outside your comfort zone. Jesus says ‘Love your neigh-
bour as yourself” no exceptions! We are dangerously close to expanding ideologies that don’t 
regard “others” as belonging. Go back to where you came from! The idea that people different 
from you are not your neighbours and you don’t have to love them, and you have permission to 
hate them. Excluding and attacking those who are different, rejecting outcasts and the outsiders, 
puts you at odds with Jesus. 
 
Joseph F. Kelly, The Origins of Christmas. Kelly, a serious academic, traces out (in a very reada-
ble language) how we are to understand the Christmas stories in the Gospels. 
Robert Wicks, The Art of Kindness. I endorsed this book on its cover with these words: “Robert 
Wicks has a unique, gifted spiritual vocabulary. Very few writers have his ability to weave together 
the special and the common, the academic and the street, and the depth of spiritual insight with 
robust common sense.” This book displays all that, complete with a healthy colouring of humour. 
He opens the book with this quote, when a flower doesn’t bloom, you fix the environment in which 
it grows, not the flower. That’s the umbrella under which he writes his stories. 
A couple of academic books … 
 

William T. Cavanaugh, The Uses of Idolatry. A critical insight into the interplay between our cul-
ture and our faith. Cavanaugh argues that we aren’t, as Charles Taylor suggests, disenchanted 
vis-à-vis the transcendent. Rather we are re-enchanted with other gods. An important academic 
read. 
Charles Taylor, Cosmic Connections – Poetry in an Age of Disenchantment. Spoiler alert, this 
book is highly academic, immensely dense, and more than six hundred pages, but Taylor is one 
of the prominent philosophers of our generation and in this book (somewhere jammed among all 
those pages) are dozens of brilliant insights. For example, on the value of poetry: 
Philosophy cannot afford to ignore poetic insight. Poetry can be a way of re-enchanting the world. 
Poetry is the translation of insight into subtler languages. And poetry is emotion recollected in 
tranquillity. 
 

Happy reading, of these books or others. 
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3rd January Saturday 5.30pm 
Int. Terry Wilson (Zelma Roberts) 

 

 4th January Sunday 11am 
Anne & Harol Ryle RIP (Alison & Steve) 

 
 

Monday Epiphany Vigil Mass  Buckley 7pm 
5th Jan  
Tuesday:   Epiphany of the Lord Mold 7pm Rosary 6.35pm 
6th Jan  Pauline Carberry RIP (Peter Carberry) 
 

Wednesday: Liturgy of the day Buckley 7pm 

7th Jan  
Thursday Liturgy of the day Buckley 9am 
8th Jan Adoration till 10am 
 

Friday  Liturgy of the day 10am 
9th Jan For the Special Intention of V. Brown 

Eucharistic Adoration till 11am 
    

 

LITURGY OF THE WEEK:    Psalter Week II 

4th January 2026   2nd Sundy of Christmas 

11th January Sun 11am 
John McKnight RIP 
(Sheila McKnight) 

Anthony Komesar RIP 
(Linda Jones) 

10th January Saturday 5.30pm 

Michael Greaney RIP 
(The Greaney Family) 

Confessions 
(in Mold) 

On Saturdays 
and Sundays 

before the 
Mass 

(Saturdays 
5pm to 5.20 
and Sundays 
10.30am to 

10.50).  
Weekdays  

after the Mass, 

on Request. 
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Our technological age 
allows us to communi-
cate instantly. It's no se-
cret that politicians have 
bleepers allowing cur-
rent issues to be texted 
to them daily to keep 
them "on message". It 
helps to know what 
you're supposed to be 
saying and to be 
"singing from the 
same hymn-
sheet". 
 

In a real sense 
the birth of Jesus 
puts us "on mes-
sage" with God. 
To speak about 
Jesus as the 
Word of God can 
sometimes be off
-putting. It 
sounds like a 
very religious 
term with a tech-
nical meaning beyond 
our grasp. How can a 
person be a word? 
 

When we speak of Je-
sus as the Word of God 
we mean that he em-
bodies all that God 
wants for the world. Je-
sus is the image of the 
unseen God; his life and 
death give us a glimpse 
into the plan God has 
had from the beginning 
of creation for our happi-

ness. His whole exist-
ence shows us that if we 
follow his pattern of liv-
ing then we will tread a 
path of happiness that 
affects our lives not only 
here on earth but even 
for eternity. 
 

Because God chose to 
become a baby, a hu-

man being like us, he 
knows on a "personal" 
level what we go 
through here on earth. 
There are no emotions 
that Jesus was unaware 
of. There is no experi-
ence that was foreign to 
him. And when we 
speak about him as the 
Word of God we are 
saying that he shows us 
how to cope, how to live 
through the day to day 

ups and downs, how to 
enjoy life. 
Christianity is not a book 
religion. Nor is it a set of 
rules and regulations, a 
collection of words or 
some sort of moral code 
to be followed in order to 
stay on the right side of 
the law. It is a relation-

ship with a per-
son: Jesus. It is in 
the power of his 
Spirit that we can 
be taken onto a 
level of living that 
transcends the 
mere getting and 
having that is the 
drudge of daily 
work. In Jesus we 
are given a vision 
of a world where 
things are differ-
ent, a kingdom of 
love, of peace 

and justice. 
 
 

We have all received the 
down payment on this 
life at our baptism. So 
when we listen to Jesus 
we here more than just 
words. We hear the 
Word of God. 

ON MESSAGE 
FAITH IN FOCUS:  

QR Code for Today’s  
Readings. 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Please contact 
like your children (aged 7 or in Year3 and 
above) to have their First Holy Commun-
ion in 2026. 
Holy Communion will start in the new year..

We remember in our prayers 
Those whose anniversaries   

Occur this week 

(3rd Jan) Michael Welsh, Elizabeth O’Neill, 
Martin Brannan, Martha Liddermore, Madallin 
Jones, Monica Farrelly, Joan Mary Evans, (4th 
Jan) Bernard Vernon, Michael Kasprzyk, Ada-
mo Cappiello, Nora Craddock, Lucy Hatfield 
(5th Jan) Patrick Burke, Michael Nolan (6th 
Jan) Thomas Renney, Catherine Jones, Mary 
Stocker, Pauline Carberry (7th Jan) Ellen Wil-
liams(8th Jan) William Carney, John Fox, Alice 
Josephine McHugh, John James Carney, Brid-
get Cecilia Tyson (9th Jan) Trevor Hynes, 
Winefride Taaffe, Michael Greaney  

200 CLUB 2026  
We are continuing the 200 club this 
year , with your support. So, If you 
wish to rejoin, or join, I will be in the 
back of church from the weekend of 10 
January 2026 to collect the dues if you 
would like to take part. If you would like 
a share, it’s £12 for the year. There are 
12 draws per year with 3 prizes per 
draw. 
 

First prize £50 
Second prize £25 
Third prize £10 
 

(These amounts apply if we get suffi-
cient numbers, (We need 85 to break 
even), if not I will review the pay-outs 
and advise accordingly) funds  And 
any remaining cash is given to  our 
parish. Payment is Cash or Cheque 
with cheques made payable to ST DA-
VIDS 200 CLUB.  So, if you would like 
to join our merry band just have a word 
with myself after mass and I sort it for 
you or if you have any questions 
please just ask. Thank you for all your 
help and support in past years running 
of the 200 club. God Bless. Tony Gent 

First Holy Communion 2026 
 

Please contact Ruth John if you would 
like your children (aged 7 or in Year3 and 
above) to have their First Holy Commun-
ion in 2026. Preparation Classes for First 
Holy Communion will start in the new year.. 

Welcome to Fr. Dr.Anto CMI 
who will be taking care of both 
Buckley and Mold parishes 
when when I  will be making his 
annual home visit to India from 
6th January to 6th February.  
Fr. Anto was parish priest of St. 
Thomas A Becket Church, 
Wandsworth in Southwark Dio-
cese from 2011 to 2013. He is a 
theologian, author and a prolific 
composer of music and singer 
too. Fr, Anto holds a Doctorate 
in Pastoral Catechetics from the 
Salesian University in Rome.  
Fr. Anto will be available on 
07423628711 which is now the 
dedicated mobile number for 
both Buckley and Mold parishes. 


